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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 37 
CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible 
for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been 
timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 03/14/2005 has been entered. 

2. Claims 1-2, 12, 16-17, 27, 32, 40-41, 44, 47, 49, 55, 61-62, 70-74, remained pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-2, 12, 16-17, 27, 32, 40-41, 44, 47, 49, 55, 61-62, 70-74, are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bogosian et al (Hereinafter 
Bogosian U.S. Patent No. 6, 760, 470) in view of in view of Picciallo U.S Patent 6, 044, 
360. 

As per claims 1 , 62, 70-74, Bogosian discloses a method for effecting payment 
for at least one item 

offered for auction sale by a seller and via an electronic auction web site and won by a 
winning bidder, where the electronic auction web site is accessible by a plurality of users 
and maintained by an electronic auction system, the method comprising 
receiving informational data from the plurality of users via at least one web gage by an 
operator of the electronic auction web site (see column 13 lines 65 and column 14 line 5 
and column 5 lines 35-55) and corresponding to the plurality of users of the electronic 
auction web site using the informational data received via the at least one web page, 
wherein funds stored within the plurality of payment accounts can be used by said 
plurality of users for effecting payment for network transactions associated with said 
electronic auction web site (see column 13 lines 65 and column 14 line 5 and column 5 
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lines 35-55) linking said plurality of payment accounts to at least one computing device of 
the electronic auction system: 

displaying a link on the electronic auction web site for providing said plurality of users 
which includes the winning bidder access to their respective payment accounts for 
viewing the amount of funds stored therein (see column 13 lines 65 and column 14 line 5 
and column 5 lines 35-55) determining the conclusion of the auction sale by the electronic 
auction system, interacting with said winning bidder by the electronic auction system by 
performing the steps of 

sending an e-mail by the electronic auction system to the winning bidder; 
receiving, via one of the electronic auction web site and the e-mail, at least one input from 
the winning bidder indicating an initiation to effect payment to the seller (see column 13 
lines 65 and column 14 line 5 and column 5 lines 35-55) providing a payment page to the 
winning bidder after receiving the at least one input from the winning bidder, said payment 
page displaying the amount of funds to be deducted from payment account of the plurality 
of payment accounts corresponding to the winning bidder (see column 13 lines 65 and 
column 14 line 5 and column 5 lines 35-55) and receiving, via the payment page, 
authorization from the winning bidder to proceed with effecting payment to the seller 
deducting funds from the payment account and corresponding to the winning bidder; and 
using at least a portion of the deducted funds to effect payment to at least the seller, 
wherein the method for effecting payment does not provide for any interaction between 
the winning bidder and the seller.(see column 13 lines 65 and column 14 line 5 and 
column 5 lines 35-55). 

Bogosian fail to explicitly teach creating a plurality of payment accounts configured for 
storing funds therein. 

However Picciallo discloses controller processor for processing data according to 
command instructions and for creating customer account files, the controller processor 
having a data storage device associated therewith for storing file records of the amounts 
of funds deposited by the accounts holders in the preestablished accounts each file 
containing a primary file into which the amount of funds deposited is recorded, and a 
secondary file into which at least a portion of the amount of the deposited funds may be 
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transferred and recorded by the controller processor in response to command 
instructions issued by the account holder, wherein the amount of the funds transferred 
to the secondary file may be electronically transferred by the controller processor to 
payees selected by the third party recipients in response to command instructions 
issued by the third party recipients, and wherein the system further includes a data 
storage device associated with the controller processor for storing file records of 
information on each selected payee of funds from the secondary file and the 
corresponding payment amount, (see column 2 lines 30-54). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the teachings of Bogosian to include creating a 
plurality of payment accounts configured for storing funds therein taught by Picciallo in 
order to facilitate the collection of the total bid of the winning group. 

As per claim 2, Bogosian discloses further comprising the using at least another 
portion of the deducted funds to effect payment to an the operator of the electronic 
auction web site, (see column 13 lines 65 and column 14 line 5 and column 5 lines 35-55) 

As per claim 12, Bogosian discloses a method for effecting payment for at least 
one item offered for sale by a seller and purchased by a buyer via an electronic auction 
web site, where the electronic auction web site is accessible by a plurality of users and 
maintained by an electronic auction system, the method comprising 
receiving informational data from the plurality of users via at least one web page by an 
operator of the electronic auction web site, and corresponding to the plurality of users 
of the electronic auction web site using the informational data received via the at least 
one web page (see column 13 lines 65 and column 14 line 5 and column 5 lines 35-55) 
wherein funds stored within the plurality of payment accounts can be used by said 
plurality of users for effecting payment for network transactions associated with said 
electronic auction web site, linking said plurality of payment accounts to at least one 
computing device of the electronic auction system(see column 13 lines 65 and column 
14 line 5 and column 5 lines 35-55) 



I 
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displaying a link on the electronic auction web site for providing said plurality of users 
which includes the buyer access to their respective payment accounts for viewing the 
amount (see column 13 lines 65 and column 14 line 5 and column 5 lines 35-55) 
determining the conclusion of the auction sale by the electronic auction system, 
interacting with said buyer by the electronic auction system by performing the steps of 
sending an e-mail by the electronic auction system to the buyer of the at least one item; 
receiving, via one of the electronic auction web site and the e-mail, at least one input 
from the buyer indicating an initiation to effect payment to the seller; 
providing a payment page to the buyer after receiving the at least one input from 
the buyer; and receiving, via the payment page, authorization from the buyer to effect 
payment to the seller of the at least one item (see column 13 lines 65 and column 14 line 
5 and column 5 lines 35-55) and effecting payment to at least the seller of the at least 
one item by transferring funds to one of the plurality of payment accounts corresponding 
to the seller (see column 13 lines 65 and column 14 line 5 and column 5 lines 35-55). 
Bogosian fail to explicitly teach creating a plurality of payment accounts configured for 
storing funds therein. 

However Picciallo discloses controller processor for processing data according to 
command instructions and for creating customer account files, the controller processor 
having a data storage device associated therewith for storing file records of the amounts 
of funds deposited by the accounts holders in the preestablished accounts each file 
containing a primary file into which the amount of funds deposited is recorded, and a 
secondary file into which at least a portion of the amount of the deposited funds may be 
transferred and recorded by the controller processor in response to command 
instructions issued by the account holder, wherein the amount of the funds transferred 
to the secondary file may be electronically transferred by the controller processor to 
payees selected by the third party recipients in response to command instructions 
issued by the third party recipients, and wherein the system further includes a data 
storage device associated with the controller processor for storing file records of 
information on each selected payee of funds from the secondary file and the 
corresponding payment amount, (see column 2 lines 30-54). 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the teachings of Bogosian to include creating 
a plurality of payment accounts configured for storing funds therein taught by 
Picciallo in order to facilitate the collection of the total bid of the winning group. 

As per claim 1 6, Bogosian discloses a method for effecting payment for at least 
one item offered for sale by a seller and purchased by a buyer via an electronic auction 
web site, where the electronic auction web site is accessible by a plurality of users and 
maintained by an electronic auction system, the method comprising: 
maintaining a payment account and corresponding to the seller, said payment account 
being created by receiving informational data by an operator of the electronic auction web 
site transmitted from the seller via at least one web page (see column 13 lines 65 and 
column 14 line 5 and column 5 lines 35-55) receiving, via one of the electronic auction 
web site and an e-mail transmitted by the electronic auction system, at least one input 
from the buyer indicating an initiation to effect payment (see column 13 lines 65 and 
column 14 line 5 and column 5 lines 35-55) and effecting payment to the seller after 
receiving the at least one input by transferring funds to the payment account 
corresponding to the seller, wherein the method for effecting payment does not provide 
for any interaction between the buyer and the seller, (see column 13 lines 65 and column 
14 line 5 and column 5 lines 35-55). 
Bogosian fail to explicitly teach storing funds therein. 

However Picciallo discloses controller processor for processing data according to 
command instructions and for creating customer account files, the controller processor 
having a data storage device associated therewith for storing file records of the amounts 
of funds deposited by the accounts holders in the preestablished accounts each file 
containing a primary file into which the amount of funds deposited is recorded, and a 
secondary file into which at least a portion of the amount of the deposited funds may be 
transferred and recorded by the controller processor in response to command 
instructions issued by the account holder, wherein the amount of the funds transferred 
to the secondary file may be electronically transferred by the controller processor to 
payees selected by the third party recipients in response to command instructions 
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issued by the third party recipients, and wherein the system further includes a data 
storage device associated with the controller processor for storing file records of 
information on each selected payee of funds from the secondary file and the 
corresponding payment amount, (see column 2 lines 30-54). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the teachings of Bogosian to include storing funds 
therein taught by Picciallo in order to facilitate the collection of the total bid of the 
winning group. 

As per claim 17, Bogosian discloses wherein the step of effecting payment 
comprises: 

deducting funds from a payment account storing funds therein and corresponding to the 
buyer; and transferring at least a portion of the deducted funds to at least one account 
corresponding to an operator of the electronic auction web site, (see column 13 lines 65 
and column 14 line 5 and column 5 lines 35-55). 

As per claim 27, Bogosian discloses a method for effecting payment for at least one 
item offered for sale by a seller and purchased by a buyer via an electronic auction web 
site, where the electronic auction web site is accessible by a plurality of users and 
maintained by an electronic auction system, the method comprising 
maintaining a plurality of payment accounts and each capable of being used for effecting 
payment for network transactions associated with said electronic auction web site, one of 
the plurality of payment accounts corresponds to the buyer and is accessible by (see 
column 13 lines 65 and column 14 line 5 and column 5 lines 35-55) the he buyer via the 
electronic auction web site for transmitting information to an operator of the electronic 
auction web site for changing at least one payment source used for funding said payment 
account and for authorizing the loaning of funds to said buyer (see column 13 lines 65 
and column 14 line 5 and column 5 lines 35-55) wherein the loaning of funds to the buyer 
does not include charging a credit card associated with the bum receiving at least one 
input from the buyer to initiate a payment method (see column 13 lines 65 and column 14 
line 5 and column 5 lines 35-55) and initiating the payment method, wherein the payment 
method is at least one of deducting funds from the payment account and corresponding 
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to the buyer and loaning funds to the buyer for effecting payment, wherein the method for 
effecting payment does not provide for any interaction between the buyer and the seller, 
(see column 13 lines 65 and column 14 line 5 and column 5 lines 35-55). 
Bogosian fail to explicitly teach storing funds therein. 

However Picciallo discloses controller processor for processing data according to 
command instructions and for creating customer account files, the controller processor 
having a data storage device associated therewith for storing file records of the amounts 
of funds deposited by the accounts holders in the preestablished accounts each file 
containing a primary file into which the amount of funds deposited is recorded, and a 
secondary file into which at least a portion of the amount of the deposited funds may be 
transferred and recorded by the controller processor in response to command 
instructions issued by the account holder, wherein the amount of the funds transferred 
to the secondary file may be electronically transferred by the controller processor to 
payees selected by the third party recipients in response to command instructions 
issued by the third party recipients, and wherein the system further includes a data 
storage device associated with the controller processor for storing file records of 
information on each selected payee of funds from the secondary file and the 
corresponding payment amount, (see column 2 lines 30-54). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the teachings of Bogosian to include configured for 
storing funds therein taught by Picciallo in order to facilitate the collection of the total bid 
of the winning group. 

As per claim 32, Bogosian discloses wherein the e-mail includes a link to an 
electronic auction payment system, wherein the step of receiving at least one input from 
the buyer comprises the step of receiving an indication via the link to connect the buyer to 
the electronic auction payment system (see column 13 lines 65 and column 14 line 5 and 
column 5 lines 35-55). wherein the electronic auction payment system is in electronic 
operative communication with the electronic auction system via at least one of an Internet 
and a non-Internet connection, and wherein the step of sending the e-mail by the 
electronic auction system to the buyer is performed automatically without receiving any 
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input from the seller or the buyer after a determination is made by the electronic auction 
system as to the identity of the buyer, (see column 13 lines 65 and column 14 line 5 and 
column 5 lines 35-55). 

As per claim 40, Bogosian discloses wherein the incentive offer is selected from 
the group consisting of adding a predetermined amount of funds to the payment account 
corresponding to the buyer, adding a predetermined amount of funds to a payment 
account corresponding to the seller(see column 13 lines 65 and column 14 line 5 and 
column 5 lines 35-55). paying shipping charges for the at least one item, offering at least 
one of the buyer and the seller at least one chance of winning a prize drawing, and 
automatically entering at least one of the and the seller buyer in a periodic sweepstakes, 
(see column 13 lines 65 and column 14 line 5 and column 5 lines 35-55). 

As per claim 41 , Bogosian discloses further comprising the 
investing the funds within the at least one payment account corresponding to the buyer; 
and transferring at least a portion of funds earned by investing to the payment account 
corresponding to the buyer, (see column 13 lines 65 and column 14 line 5 and column 5 
lines 35-55). 

As per claim 44, Bogosian discloses further comprising the step-eD automatically 
sending the e-mail by the electronic auction system to the buyer without receiving any 
input from the seller or the buyer after a determination is made by the electronic auction 
system as to identity of the buyer (see column 13 lines 65 and column 14 line 5 and 
column 5 lines 35-55). wherein the e-mail includes a link to an electronic auction payment 
system, wherein the step of receiving at least one input from the buyer comprises the step 
of receiving an indication via the link to connect the buyer to the electronic auction 
payment system, and wherein the electronic auction payment system is in electronic 
operative communication with the electronic auction system via at least one of an Internet 
and a non-Internet connection, (see column 13 lines 65 and column 14 line 5 and column 
5 lines 35-55). 

As per claim 47, Bogosian discloses a method for effecting payment for at least 
one item offered for sale via an electronic commerce web site by a seller and purchased 
by a buyer, where the electronic commerce web site is accessible by a plurality of users 



Application/Control Number: 10/044,075 Page 10 

Art Unit: 3628 

for listing items for sale and purchasing listed items, the electronic commerce web site 
being maintained by an electronic commerce system, the method comprising 
receiving inputs via at least one web page by an operator of the electronic commerce web 
site (see column 13 lines 65 and column 14 line 5 and column 5 lines 35-55) creating a 
plurality of payment accounts corresponding to o the plurality of users using the inputs 
received by the operator of the electronic commerce web site, each of said plurality of 
payment accounts and each capable of being used by said plurality of users for effecting 
payment for network transactions associated with said electronic commerce web site(see 
column 13 lines 65 and column 14 line 5 and column 5 lines 35-55) sending an e-mail by 
the electronic commerce system to the buyer of the at least one item; receiving, via one of 
the electronic commerce web site and the e-mail, at least one input from the buyer 
indicating an initiation to effect payment (see column 13 lines 65 and column 14 line 5 
and column 5 lines 35-55) providing at least one payment page to the buyer after 
receiving the at least one input from the buyer; 

receiving, via the at least one payment page, authorization from the buyer to effect 
payment to the seller of the at least one item; and effecting payment to at least the seller 
of the at least one item by transferring funds to one of the plurality of payment accounts, 
(see column 13 lines 65 and column 14 line 5 and column 5 lines 35-55). 
Bogosian fail to explicitly teach creating a plurality of payment accounts configured for 
storing funds therein. 

However Picciallo discloses controller processor for processing data according to 
command instructions and for creating customer account files, the controller processor 
having a data storage device associated therewith for storing file records of the amounts 
of funds deposited by the accounts holders in the preestablished accounts each file 
containing a primary file into which the amount of funds deposited is recorded, and a 
secondary file into which at least a portion of the amount of the deposited funds may be 
transferred and recorded by the controller processor in response to command 
instructions issued by the account holder, wherein the amount of the funds transferred 
to the secondary file may be electronically transferred by the controller processor to 
payees selected by the third party recipients in response to command instructions 
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issued by the third party recipients, and wherein the system further includes a data 
storage device associated with the controller processor for storing file records of 
information on each selected payee of funds from the secondary file and the 
corresponding payment amount, (see column 2 lines 30-54). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the teachings of Bogosian to include creating a 
plurality of payment accounts configured for storing funds therein taught by Picciallo in 
order to facilitate the collection of the total bid of the winning group. 

As per claim 49, Bogosian discloses wherein the step of effecting payment to 
at least the seller comprises 

deducting funds from a payment account of the plurality of payment accounts storing 
funds therein and corresponding to the buyer; and transferring at least a portion of the 
deducted funds to at least one account corresponding to an operator of the electronic 
commerce system web site, (see column 13 lines 65 and column 14 line 5 and column 5 
lines 35-55). 

As per claim 55, Bogosian discloses an integrated electronic commerce and 
electronic payment platform for effecting payment for at least one item offered for sale via 
an electronic commerce web site by a seller and purchased by a buyer, where the 
electronic commerce web site is accessible by a plurality of users for listing items for sale 
and purchasing listed items, the electronic commerce web site being maintained by an 
electronic commerce system, the integrated electronic commerce and electronic payment 
computer platform having application software for performing a payment method 
comprising 

maintaining a plurality of payment accounts of said integrated platform, each of said 
plurality of payment accounts and each capable of being used for effecting payment for 
network transactions associated with said electronic commerce web site and for 
complying to an incentive offer made by an operator of the electronic commerce web site 
(see column 13 lines 65 and column 14 line 5 and column 5 lines 35-55) wherein said 
incentive offer provides for a user of said plurality of users to perform an activity via said 
electronic commerce web site which will cause a change in the amount of funds stored in 
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a payment account corresponding to the user (see column 13 lines 65 and column 14 line 
5 and column 5 lines 35-55) receiving at least one input from the buyer indicating an 
initiation to effect payment providing at least one payment page to the buyer after 
receiving the at least one input from the buyer; 

receiving, via the at least one payment page, authorization from the buyer to use a 
particular payment method to effect payment to the seller (see column 13 lines 65 and 
column 14 line 5 and column 5 lines 35-55) automatically determining in accordance with 
the particular payment method at least one payment account from the plurality of 
payment accounts which corresponds to the buyer for deducting funds therefrom (see 
column 13 lines 65 and column 14 line 5 and column 5 lines 35-55) deducting funds from 
the at least one payment account corresponding to the buyer; and transferring at least a 
portion of the deducted funds to at least one payment account from the plurality of 
payment accounts which corresponds to the seller to effect payment to the seller (see 
column 13 lines 65 and column 14 line 5 and column 5 lines 35-55) wherein the at least 
one payment account corresponding to the buyer and the at least one payment account 
corresponding to the seller are stored within a database system of the integrated platform, 
and wherein data stored within the database system are accessible by the plurality of 
users via a link of the electronic commerce web site, (see column 13 lines 65 and column 
14 line 5 and column 5 lines 35-55). 

Bogosian fail to explicitly teach configured for storing funds therein. 

However Picciallo discloses controller processor for processing data according to 
command instructions and for creating customer account files, the controller processor 
having a data storage device associated therewith for storing file records of the amounts 
of funds deposited by the accounts holders in the preestablished accounts each file 
containing a primary file into which the amount of funds deposited is recorded, and a 
secondary file into which at least a portion of the amount of the deposited funds may be 
transferred and recorded by the controller processor in response to command 
instructions issued by the account holder, wherein the amount of the funds transferred 
to the secondary file may be electronically transferred by the controller processor to 
payees selected by the third party recipients in response to command instructions 
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issued by the third party recipients, and wherein the system further includes a data 
storage device associated with the controller processor for storing file records of 
information on each selected payee of funds from the secondary file and the 
corresponding payment amount, (see column 2 lines 30-54). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the teachings of Bogosian to include creating a 
plurality of payment accounts configured for storing funds therein taught by Picciallo in 
order to facilitate the collection of the total bid of the winning group. 

As per claim 61 , Bogosian discloses wherein the electronic commerce system is an 
electronic auction system and the electronic commerce web site is an electronic auction 
web site, (see column 13 lines 65 and column 14 line 5 and column 5 lines 35-55). 
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